The
Catch-A-Dream
Model
How we do what we do...

T

here are many aspects of our identity, mission
and approach that uniquely characterize us.
This distinctiveness, while it identifies us, in no
way should be construed as elevating us above
any other uniquely characterized organization in
the outdoor world.
Rather, like the differences and diversity we
observe among persons, these distinctions allow
each to fill their respective niches, or “callings”
in serving different needs and priorities in the
emerging arena of “outdoor outreach.”
This unique combination of characteristics, taken
as a whole, defines us and comprises the
v“Catch-A-Dream way.”

Our Mission
Our Mission

Our mission is focused

and singular – to provide a
message of Christian Hope
to children and families
who are dealing with
life-threatening medical
conditions by exposing them
to the marvels of our natural
resources through a hunting
or fishing experience.

Our PURPOSE is to instill hope and build relationships; Our TOOL
to accomplish our purpose is hunting and fishing experiences.

Who We Are
Who We Are

Catch-A_dream is a program of
the Catch-A-Dream Foundation,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, that provides
financial and organizational
oversight.

As a 501c3, we can provide tax
receipts for donated services.

Trip Planning
Trip Planning

We encourage the child’s entire family

to accompany them. While one parent or
guardian is required, it is our desire that both
parents (when applicable) and the child’s
minor siblings travel with the child. We believe
this is important to the larger dimension of our
mission.
Each trip plan is highly personalized to
not only meet the hunting/fishing desires of
the child, but also to accommodate specific
needs/circumstances of the child/family. The
destination/outfitter and the Host are selected
to meet this criteria.

We cover ALL COSTS associated with the
experience. The family incurs no cost.
We provide ALL clothing, gear, meat processing,
taxidermy and shipping.

The Host
The Host

A trained and certified Volunteer Host travels

with each child and family and serves as a
facilitator for every aspect of the experience. This
allows the parents and family to forget logistics,
details and worry, thus focusing on enjoying the
adventure as a family.

This is a complicated and highly

demanding role, with nine (9) primary
roles, but one that allows us not only to
control nearly every facet of the experience,
but also takes pressure off our Outfitters
and allows them to focus on what they do
best ... providing outstanding hunting and
fishing experiences.

What you can
What you can expect from the Host
The Host is a highly trained and
certified Volunteer who has at least
9 major areas of responsibility.
You can consider the Host to be
your “partner” and a facilitative
“extension” of our office and
program.
The Host will be intimately familiar
with the family and specific family
needs.
The Host will, under no
circumstances, ever fish or hunt
during the trip and should never
solicit personal favors from you as
an outfitter.

9 Roles of the Host:

•

Represent the Foundation
and Accomplish the Mission

•

Pass On “The Vision”

•

Be A Friend

•

Be A Facilitator

•

Make Our Partners Feel Important

•

Do Damage Control

•

Seek Opportunities To Help

•

Take adequate QUALITY
Photos but don’t over-do it!

•

Keep Records

Hero Shots
Hero Shots

The “Hero Shots” of the child and

harvested animal are especially
crucial. Hero Shots often require
significant effort by the Host, and
help from the Outfitter, to clean up
and pose the animal in a desirable
and presentable manner.

Presentation
Presentation Meal

We have a special presentation dinner on the last day of the trip in

which the Host shares special insights and provides a set of gifts to the
child, siblings and outfitters/guides, etc.
This has become the most memorable part of each trip for most involved,
and is our opportunity to share “The Vision” and forever seal the
relationships that have been developed during the trip.

After the Trip
After the Trip

After the trip we generate special gifts
using the photographs that have been
taken by the Volunteer Host (one of the 9
responsibilities of the Host) and ship to the
child, outfitter and others involved in the
experience.
We maintain contact with the families
after the trip has concluded, tracking the
child’s medical progress and general life
journey.

This is an example “storyboard” that is provided
after the trip to the child and family, outfitter
and significant players involved in the child’s
experience. These would not be possible without
the Host working hard to capture memorable,
quality photos.

The Catch-A-Dream Model
Our ultimate purpose is not the kill or the catch. Although we make

no apologies regarding the fact that we consider a successful hunt or
fishing trip as very important and of high priority, out ultimate purpose
is to surround the child and their family with outdoors-minded people
who will love and nurture them, and build supportive relationships that
will endure long after the trip is completed.

We handle all aspects of the trip and
experience planning from our office except
for local logistics at your property or
experience venue (I.E. the actual hunting
and fishing experience, lodging/meals that
you may provide, etc.)
We coordinate and fund all travel for
the family, in-transit lodging and transit
logistics, clothing and gear for the child, etc.

If you cannot provide lodging meals,
we coordinate and fund these at
local hotels, restaurants, etc.
We must depend upon you, the
outfitter or provider at the local
level, for certain aspects of planning.
We recognize that you know much
more about local opportunities and
details than we, and we will depend
upon advice and guidance from
you to influence our planning and
development of itineraries.

N

ow that you have reviewed what we call the
“Catch-A-Dream Way,” you likely have some questions or
perhaps some concerns. We’ll be happy to discuss these
and position you for the next step in our relationship.
You can reach us at:
Phone: 662.324.5700
Fax: 662.324.5699
2485 Ennis Road
Starkville, MS 39759
www.catchadream.org

martyb@catchadream.org

spencer@catchadream.org

