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Dear Child Life and Social Work Professional:

Thank you for the time you have allowed us to present the mission and vision of the 
Catch-A-Dream Foundation. We know that your time is precious and we do not want to 
divert your efforts from your primary task of serving and touching the lives of children 
and families with which you are involved. The role that you play in helping children and 
families understand the opportunities available to them is vital to our mission, and we 
seek to make this process as effective and efficient as possible for you. To that end, we 
have developed these reference resources to provide quick, easily accessible information 
to make your job easier. 

Your involvement in the initial stages of a child’s application process helps Catch-A-
Dream deliver hope into the lives of children all over the United States and Canada. 
Without you, and volunteers, supporters and outfitters just like you all over the conti-
nent, Catch-A-Dream could not exist.

This manual was developed to help equip you to understand our mission and “the 
Catch-A-Dream way,” answer some of the common questions about the Catch-A-Dream 
program, and serve as a guide for you during your counsel with children and families as 
you assist with your involvement in the dream granting process.

If, after reading this manual, you still have questions, concerns, or problems, please feel 
free to contact us at (662) 324-5700. We will be happy to answer your questions and help 
you out in any way possible.

I hope that you will enjoy working with Catch-A-Dream and the children whose lives 
we touch. We greatly appreciate your support. Thank you for helping to make outdoor 
dreams come true.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Marty Brunson
CEO
Catch-A-Dream Foundation Board of Directors 



history and vision

It is this message of Christian hope, promised in Isaiah 40:31, that we seek to instill in these children and their 
families. We use hunting and fishing as opportune tools to expose these children to the wonders of God that 
await them in the outdoors, not in the bleak and sterile world of medical facilities, treatments, and hospital 
gowns, but in the presence of the Creator who is the Author of real hope.

On each trip, these children and the family members who accompany them are surrounded by outdoors-minded 
people who understand these children are often… 

A designated Catch-A-Dream host accompanies each family and, together with the outfitters and local 
volunteers, facilitates their dream experience. We love and nurture them through the strong personal 
relationships that inevitably are forged in the lodge, on the stream, or in the woods. Hosts share the Good News 
of Hope found only through faith in Jesus Christ. As one volunteer eloquently stated,

Many parents have confirmed that the mission is consistently accomplished!

“ … these children need to know that hope does, indeed, exist.”

 “…sick and tired of being sick, and tired!”

“We can’t change the whole world; but we can change someone’s whole world for at least a short period!”

When the world’s largest children’s wish granting organization established national policy in 1999 that 
created a glaring gap in its service to qualifying children, one segment of the qualifying child population would 
no longer be able to realize their greatest dream; a dream that countless outdoorsmen considered worthy and 
appropriate. When battling cancer, Bruce Brady, noted outdoorsman, author and sculptor, drew strength and 
hope from his beloved outdoor experiences. Upon learning of the Make-A-Wish policy he, along with others, 
envisioned a program that would fill this service gap and provide life-changing outdoor experiences for children 
facing life-threatening medical conditions at a time when…

Bruce did not live long enough to see that vision become anything more than an idea; but he had already planted 
the seed and initial inspiration that led a small group of outdoorsmen to the formation of the Program in his 
memory early in 2000. Ultimately, the Catch-A-Dream Foundation was chartered in 2003 to provide a financial 
and organizational infrastructure for the Program. 



  The High Country 
       by: Bruce Holmes Brady

But those who hope in the LORD will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)

It is this very message of hope, as promised in Isaiah 
40:31, that we seek to instill in these children and their 
families. We use hunting and fishing as opportune 
tools to expose these children to the “…wonders of 
God…” that await them in “The High Country,” as 
they spend time in the outdoors, away from the bleak 
and sterile world of medical facilities, treatments, and 
procedures, but in the presence of The Creator who is 
the real Author of hope.

Catch-A-Dream has granted over 600 child 
experiences to date. We have granted outdoor 
adventures for children from 46 states and also 
Canada. We hope to have touched lives in all 50
states in the near future.

Catch-A-Dream Foundation
2485 Ennis Road

Starkville, Mississippi 39759
Tel: 662-324-5700
Fax: 662-324-5699

info@catchadream.org

Have you ever wanted to go out there,
Where you’ve never been before,
And stalk an elk on a mountaintop
Almost at Heaven’s door?

Have you ever wanted to see the sun
Turn a snow-capped peak to gold,
And then with a sky full of color,
Bring on the evening’s cold?

Have you ever wanted to scale a peak
Far above the aspen and pine,
And see the world splashed in autumn
Way down at the timberline?

Have you ever wanted to breath the air,
Full of the sweetness the angels know,
And to rest up above the man’s cities,
Full of toil and trouble far below?

Have you ever wanted to speak with God
And know that your heart was right,
And marvel at his handiwork
When the stars tumbled out at night?

Have you ever wanted to test yourself
In a land that’s hard and tough,
And to fight ol’ nature’s hardships
To find out if you’re really tough?

If you ever want to go up there,
Now’s the time to go, don’t you wait,
Our life has a way of slipping by
And before you know it, you’re too late.

There’s a high country that awaits your coming;
There’s awesome beauty to fill you with bliss;
There’s a golden chance in the offering-
Go, or these wonders of God you will miss.

Follow us on 
Instagram

visit our
Website

@CatchADreamFoundation



structure of the foundation

FundingFunding
Basic funding comes from the generosity of corporate and individual 
donors who have caught the vision. A significant portion of the cost of each 
dream comes from in-kind contributions from many partner companies, 
organizations, outfitters, and outdoors enthusiasts who become part of each 
child’s dream experience. Resource development is a continual process for 
the Foundation.

Posterity for the Catch-A-Dream Foundation is accomplished by a Board of Directors that ensures 
perpetual commitment to the program, prescribes modes of authority, and ensures long-term stability 
and existence of the program from an administrative oversight standpoint.

This Board consists of three components. The first group is composed of 5 life members. The second 
group is composed of 4 term members who serve on staggered, rotating 4-year terms. The third group is 
composed of a variable number of associate members who serve on rotating 4-year terms.

Life Members:

 • Reverend Bruce Brady, Jr., BSU Director, Copiah-Lincoln Community College - Brookhaven, MS
 • Dr. Marty Brunson, Retired Extension Professor, Mississippi State University Extension Service  
  - Starkville, MS (CEO)
 • Mr. Jimmy Bullock, Sr. Vice President Forest Resource Sustainability, Resource Management Service, LLC  
  - Bogue Chitto, MS
 • Mr. Darrell Daigre, CEO CMB Construction Company - Raleigh, NC
 • Mr. Matt Mooney, Managing Member at Sage Real Estate Ventures, LLC - Pheonix, AZ

Term Members:
 • Mr. Philip Barrett, Vice President/Controller, Chic-Fil-A (retired) - Darby, MT  (2022)
 •  Mr. Cliff Covington, Retired Wildlife Specialist, Mississippi State University Extension Service
  - Vicksburg, MS (2023)
 • Mr. Harry Dendy, Legislative Consultant; Treasurer for Togo Land Company
  - Jackson, MS (2021)
 • Mr. Bill Sugg Jr., President, Haas Outdoors - West Point, MS (2024)

Associate Members (Four year terms expire mm/yy):

 • Mr. Michael Hainsey, Executive Director, Golden Triangle Regional Airport - Columbus, MS (2021)
 • Mr. Johnny Morris, Founder of Bass Pro Shops - Springfield, MO (2023)
 • Mrs. Peggy Pierce of Huntsville, AL (2022)
 • Mr. Sammy Slaughter, Northeast Mississippi President, Guaranty Bank - Starkville, MS (2023)



the Catch-A-Dream experience

A Catch-A-Dream Host who meets the family either in route or at the dream destination accompanies every child and 
family. This trained and certified volunteer’s task is to make the family feel special and relaxed throughout the whole 
trip. The Host will take care of all of the arrangements with lodging, food, transportation, pictures etc. This will allow 
the family to fully enjoy this tremendous outdoor experience. The family will also be introduced to the outfitter and 
possibly several other volunteers that are part of the Catch-A-Dream organization. These individuals are all present to 
support this child and family and aid in the full realization of each child’s dream.

Taylor is a little girl whose dream 
was to catch a fish that weighed more 
than she did. So Catch-A-Dream sent 
Taylor and her family to Alaska to 
fish in the cool Pacific waters. While 
she was in Alaska, Taylor was given 
the opportunity to make many new 

and wonderful friends, see many new 
forms of wildlife, and to fish for salmon 
and halibut. It was on Taylor’s halibut 
fishing excursion that her dream came 
true. She caught a 65-pound halibut 
and made a thousand memories that 
will last forever.

During the actual hunting or fishing portion of each experience the outfitter or licensed guide accompanies the child 
at all times. However, most likely as many family members as feasible will also accompany the child to share in the 
wonderful experience. If the child harvests an animal on their trip Catch-A Dream will cover any expense to have the 
animal processed and mounted at the family’s request.

Children receive all of their clothing and gear for the hunting or fishing activity at the beginning of their trip. Then the 
Catch-A-Dream host towards the end of the experience plans a special meal when the other items are presented to the 
child. Throughout the whole experience the dream host will be snapping photographs of the child and their family to 
capture the entire experience. Upon the conclusion of the trip Catch-A-Dream will take these photographs and arrange 
these into a poster that will be given to the family and everyone involved in their 
dream. These are lovely reminders of the memorable experience. However, it is 
often the chance to be in the outdoors, breathe fresh air, meet caring people, laugh, 
smile, and dream that children will often take as their most prized gifts from this 
experience!

The children also receive wonderful gift packages to
include but not limited to:
 -A Junior Partner plaque
 -An Outdoorsman’s Holy Bible
 -A custom woven afghan 
 -Clothing (weather appropriate) usually at   
       least pants, outer shirt, t-shirt, jacket, socks and 
   boots/shoes
 -A Catch-A-Dream t-shirt and hat for each   
   member of the family on the trip
 -Siblings receive a special “Barnabas Club” plaque



how dreams are granted
Each dream-granting situation is a unique experience for the child, his/her 
family, and Catch-A-Dream. However, there is a general process by which a 
child is referred, qualified, and granted a dream.

FIRST Step:  Filling Out an Application
The family of the potential dream child will fill out an application and return it to Catch-A-Dream. On this 
application, the dream child will designate his/her top three dream hunting or fishing adventures.  We ask that 
the “requests” be genuine desires of the child (as opposed to parent dreams) and that these be reasonable in 
expectation and age-appropriate.

SECOND Step:  Determining Eligibility
After the application has been received, a medical certification form is sent to the child’s attending physician. 
The child’s attending physician makes the final determination of whether the child meets the medical criteria 

for eligibility and whether the child is physically and emotionally able to participate in the designated activity.

THIRD Step:  Finalizing the application
The family completes additional forms, including a waiver of liability, eligibility certification, etc.

FOURTH Step:  Application review
Once all eligibility requirements are met and all required forms have been submitted by the family, the 
application is reviewed by the Board of Directors and either approved or not approved based upon policy and 
eligibility criteria.

FIFTH Step:  Identifying an Outfitter and Volunteer Host
After confirmation of the child’s eligibility, Catch-A-Dream notifies the family. Then, Catch-A-Dream 
personnel identify the Outfitting Partner that can best accommodate the child and family, and make the dream 
a reality. A Volunteer Host is then selected from our corps of trained and certified volunteers. The inclusion of 
a Host on every trip is one of the unique aspects of a Catch-A-Dream experience. The Host accompanies the 
family, covers all expenses, and ensures that plans designed by our staff are implemented. The Host facilitates 
every aspect of the trip, freeing parents and family to enjoy and savor the entire experience without the 
pressures of managing logistics and details.

SIXTH Step:  Fulfilling the Dream
Once a venue and dream trip are identified, the opportunity is presented to the family and plans are finalized. 
Our staff, working in conjunction with outfitters, guides and charter services, handles all aspects of trip 
planning. Every effort is made to include the immediate family living in the same household. The dream 
experience often touches dozens, and sometimes hundreds of people who either help coordinate or are directly 
involved in the dream.



testimonials

“My son had a dream come true that I would have never been able to give him. We made friends 
that we will never forget...You and your organization will be blessed for the life-changing 
experiences you give to children.”
          Mother of 16 yr. old

“God is awesome, and has given us a glimpse of just how precious life is. We appreciate every day. 
No matter how many years he has, they’re going to be good years, and people like this help make 
that special.” 
           Mother of 13 yr. old

“This was something for me to really look forward to. As I was leaving home, I was thinking that 
this has to be a dream, that it can’t be real. I would just like to thank everyone involved.” 

          Mother of 11 yr. old

“It will be a memory that will last a lifetime. Our family will never be able to express our 
appreciation for what this meant to all of us. The family time really brought us closer together 
and as I said before the memories will sustain us for a lifetime.” 
          Mother of 17 yr. old

“Thanks again for everything that you did for our daughter. It was truly a trip to remember. 
When a child would rather return to Alaska over Disney World, that’s an accomplishment!” 

           Mother of 9 yr. old

“Last June when he was so sick and in the hospital, he had a depressed feeling and he was asking 
about dying. Today he is talking about his future. He is even looking into colleges. What a 
difference!” 
           Mother of 14 yr. old



application process

Stage 1
 Application Form
 This form must be filled out and signed by a parent or guardian of the potential dream child.  
 An online version of this form is available on our website, or by texting 2APPLY to 51555.

Stage 2
 Family Expectations Questionnaire
 This form must be completed and signed by a parent or guardian of the potential dream child  
 before the application for a dream can be completed.

Stage 3

 What You Can Expect
 This information sheet helps families understand what they can and should not expect on a  
 Catch-A-Dream trip.

 Guiding Principles for Trip Planning 
 This document details our approach to trip planning and helps the family develop    
 appropriate expectations.

Stage 4
 Child Fact Sheet
 This sheet is completed by parents or through telephone conversations, to provide information   
 about the child’s clothing sizes, tastes and preferences for planning the dream adventure.

 COVID-19 Supplemental Waiver of Liability
 This waiver must be signed by the child's parent or guardian and signed by a notary public.

 Parent/Guardian Waiver
 This waiver must be signed by the child’s parent or guardian prior to Board review of the Application.

 Taxidermy Request Form
 This form is completed and signed by the parents or guardians of the dream child in advance  
 of the trip to determine what taxidermy services will be desired.

 Medical Certification Form
 Once an application is received, Catch-A-Dream faxes this form to the child’s attending   
 physician for medical certification.

 Affidavit of Eligibility
 This form verifies the child’s eligibility status.

 Media Release Form
 This form authorizes Catch-A-Dream to use photos, images, etc. from the child’s trip.

We are providing you with copies of all forms that a family will be required to submit, but not all forms 
are submitted at the same time. The timing of form submission is dictated by the stage in the process.



Covid Waiver 
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Catch-A-Dream Foundation Application 
for Outdoor Adventure 
 
Please complete the form below in its entirety. Failure to provide 
complete information can delay the application process!  
This form must be signed by a parent or legal guardian of the applicant child. 
 
Please note the following information regarding age requirements. 

 The minimum age for hunting "big game" such as elk, moose, caribou, mule deer, bear, etc. 
is age 12 (older in some states.)  Younger ages can be accommodated for most other game. 

 The minimum age for deep-sea or off-shore fishing is 10 years old, but younger ages can be 
accommodated in most freshwater situations. 
 

Information about the Child 
(Please PRINT.  This information must be COMPLETE in order to process the application) 

Full name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
       First                                          Middle                                        Last 

Nickname or name child goes by:  ____________________ Last 4 digits of Social security # _________ Date of birth:  _______ 

Age: ____ Gender:    Male   Female  Height  _____ Weight _____ Hair Color _________ Eye Color: ___________ 

Medical Verification   
We must have this information in order to process the application. 

The child’s attending physician is:  
Name:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  _____________________________________   State or Province:  _________ Zip or Postal Code:  _____________   

Phone (______) ___________________ Fax: (______)__________________ 

May we contact the attending physician for medical verification?    Yes    No 
RELEASE  If yes, please sign the following: I have granted Catch-A-Dream permission to contact my child’s attending 
physician regarding the health status of my child and hereby grant permission for the physician to release the requested 
information to Catch-A-Dream. 
 
_____________________________________________________                Date: ___________________  
Parent or Guardian Signature 

Full Names of Parents or Legal Guardians 
Contact Information       

   Father:  ________________________________________________________________ 
First                                  Middle                     Last 

 
Work Ph _______________  Cell Ph: _______________ Home Ph: _________________ 
 
Mother: ________________________________________________________________ 

First                                  Middle                      Last 
 
Work Ph _______________  Cell Ph: _______________ Home Ph: _________________ 
 

Legal Guardian (if not a Parent) ________________________________________________________________ 
First                                  Middle                     Last 

Work Ph _______________  Cell Ph: _______________ Home Ph: _________________ 

Qualification Criteria 
 18 years old or 

younger 
 U.S. or Canadian 

Citizen  
 Suffering from life-

threatening illness 
 No previous hunting 

or fishing grant 
A parent or guardian must 
accompany child on dream 
adventure. 

 Minimum ages: 
Fishing – Age 6 
Hunting – Age 8 

Please list names 
as they appear on 
Driver’s License 

This form also available at catchadream.org/apply or by texting the keyword 2APPLY to 51555
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Address:   ____________________________________________________  City:  ___________________________________  

State or Province :   ________ Zip/Postal Code  :____________  Country:  _______   

E-mail_________________________________________________________  Fax:________________________________   

FULL Names and ages of siblings living in the same household:  ___________________________________________________ 

If parents are divorced or separated, with which parent does the child live? __________________________________________ 

Does this parent have legal custody?   Yes     No 

If child is not in custody of either parent, explain relationship of guardian ___________________________________________ 

We recognize that there are times when you may be away from home for treatments and medical care.  Please provide us a contact 

person whom we can reach to get information to you during these times (family member, friend, etc.)   

Contact Name:________________________________________Contact Number:  _____________________________  

General Information About Applicant Child 

Race:  -Caucasion -African American -Hispanic -Native American  Other (specify) _____________ 

Is the child an active duty military dependant?  Yes __  No __   
If YES, Which service branch? (check one) Army __  USMC __  Navy __  Air Force __  National Guard/Reserve __ 

 
Does this child have a CaringBridge or other special website?  Yes __  No  __     If “Yes,” how is the site listed?   

 
The child is suffering from  _______________________________________________________________________    

   (condition or disease) 
The child has the following special physical limitations or special needs that must be accommodated during an outdoor adventure: 

(i.e., motor skills, limited mobility, physical weakness, physiological weakness, medical or facilitative devices needed, etc.)   

 Has the child ever received an outdoor wish grant?         Yes      No     Applied but not approved 

 If yes, or not approved, from what organization? ______________________________________________________ 

When?  _______________________ What kind of wish was granted? ______________________________________ 

 If “applied but not approved” what wish was requested? _________________________________________________ 

 Has the child ever received a Make-A-Wish grant?       Yes      No     Applied but not approved 

 If yes, what was it?  _________________________________________  When? ____________________________ 

 Is the child currently an applicant, or planning to apply,  for any other wish grant (Make-A-Wish, other outdoor 

organization, etc.)?         Yes        No   If yes, from what organization? ________________________________

 What wish was (or will be) requested from this other program? ___________________________________________ 
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 Has the child ever hunted or fished?      Yes        No  If yes, briefly explain their level of experience.    

 

 

 Has this child completed a Hunter Safety Course?     Yes      No 

 If yes, in what state?    ___________  Certificate Number: __________________________ 

**Please include a photocopy of the Hunter Safety Certificate. 

 
Please list the top three hunting or fishing activities (in order) that this child may desire if approved: 
 
1. . ______________________________2. ______________________________3. . ______________________________ 

How did you learn about Catch-A-Dream? _________________________________________________________________  

Treatments and Availability 

Is the child currently undergoing any regularly scheduled treatments?    Yes    No  If “Yes”, please describe schedule and 
frequency:   

If approved, will the child and family be able to travel within 90 days?   Yes    No 
If “No,” please explain.   
 
 

 
Social Worker  or Child Life Specialist (Does the child have one?)    Yes    No 

 
Name:  _________________________________________  Name of Clinic or Hospital:  _________________________  
 
Address:  __________________________________City ____________________________State ______ZIP_________ 
 
Phone number:  _________________________  Fax: ___________________________ 

 
Waiver of Liability 

If the child is approved for a Catch-A-Dream Outdoor Adventure, will the parent/guardian be willing to sign a Waiver of Liability?     
  Yes    No  (Copy available upon request) 

 
Information About You (the person completing this form) 
I am:   (check one below) 

 The Child’s Parent or Guardian   
 A Concerned Friend or Family   
 The child’s social worker or child life specialist

  The dream child!                
  The Child’s Attending Physician or other healthcare 

professional 
 
My name is (if different from Parent or Guardian)  _______________________________________________  
 
I can be contacted at (if different from above): ____________________________ 
Questions? Call 662-324-5700 or e-mail:   info@catchadream.org 

Return this completed form to: Catch-A-Dream Foundation. 2485 Ennis Road, Starkville, MS 39759 or  
      FAX: 662-324-5699
Please attach a separate sheet if there is anything else you want us to know about this application.   

Copyright Catch-A-Dream Foundation, All rights Reserved          July 2014 



Medical Certification Form  
This form is to be completed by an attending physician. 
 
NOTE TO PHYSICIAN: The child listed below is under 
consideration by the Catch-A-Dream Foundation for fulfillment of an Outdoor Dream Adventure.  
The primary qualifying criterion is that the child is legitimately suffering from a “life-threatening” 
illness.  We define life-threatening as "Any progressive, degenerative or malignant disease or 
condition, resulting in a significant threat, likelihood or certainty that the child’s life expectancy will not extend 
past his/her 19th birthday unless the course of the disease is interrupted or otherwise abated.” With the 
permission of the parent or guardian, as indicated by the signature on the attached Application Form, we request that you 
verify the health status of this child, and provide to us an honest assessment of the reasonable “urgency” of the child’s 
condition.  Your comments will remain in total confidence.  
 
Physician Name: 
Address:   
Telephone:                                                                   Fax: 
 

 

 

I verify that _________________________________________________  is my patient and is under  
          (Child’s name) 

Treatment for 

   (Physician please complete:  Disease or condition) 
 ..................................................................................................................................................................…………...……. 

Prognosis with regard to functional capacity by age 19 is:  -Poor  -Fair  -Good  -Excellent  

 This disease or condition is life-threatening in that there is a "progressive, degenerative or malignant disease or 
condition, resulting in a significant threat, likelihood or certainty that the child’s life expectancy will not extend 
past his/her 19th birthday unless the course of the disease is interrupted or otherwise abated.”    Yes       No 

It is my opinion that this child is physically     Able    Unable to participate in an age-appropriate, supervised 
and facilitated Hunting or Fishing Experience.   

Any specific precautionary measures or extenuating circumstances?  ________________________ ____________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ ____________ 

Any further explanation that might assist the medical review Board?   ________________________ ____________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ ____________ 

It is my opinion that this child   Is       Is Not  emotionally and/or psychologically capable of comprehending a 
wish grant of this nature.  Explain if necessary: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Urgency: Some wishes require months to a year or more lead time and preparation. We do not prioritize on any “financial 
need” basis, but it is helpful for us to know the sense of urgency with regard to time-frame for our processes for each 
particular child.   Please help us by providing your best advice relative to the time luxury that we might be afforded 
before (if ever) the child’s physical condition might preclude participation.  

    3 mo      3-6 mo     6-12 mo     >12 mos     no immediate threat expected 
 

 Physician Signature_________________________________________  Date __________________  

 Physician License Number:  ______________________________  State of License _______________    

Please return completed form to: 
Catch-A-Dream Foundation 
2485 Ennis Road 
Starkville, MS 39759 
Or Fax to 662-324-5699 

 

 
 

 

Please Check the Appropriate Box or Respond on Each Line Marked by  



Guiding Principles for Trip Planning 

 

We provide hunting and fishing experiences that include the entire family, but 
these are not designed as “family vacations” per se.  Each dream-granting 
situation is a unique experience for the child, his/her family, and Catch-A-Dream.   

We ask that the “requests” be genuine desires of the child (as opposed to parent aspirations) and that these be 
reasonable in expectation and age-appropriate.  Requests must not be destination oriented, but rather 
should be related to “type of hunting or fishing experience” desired by the child. We cannot honor 
requests for trips/experiences to specific destinations. In all cases, hunting and fishing destinations are 
limited to the continental United States and Canada. Additionally, it is important to note that we cannot 
honor requests to hunt or fish with a “celebrity” due to the challenges involved in coordinating schedules for 
both family and “celebrity” while also considering the seasonal cycles in hunting and fishing opportunities.   

Please note that it is not always possible to accommodate all siblings/family members, depending upon travel 
constraints and/or other logistics such as lodging, accommodations, services, etc. at the destination. Generally, 
we cannot accommodate requests for extended family members or non-family members to be included in 
the traveling party.  
 
There may be other limiting factors that prevent Catch-A-Dream from providing the exact stated “wish” of an 
individual child. For example, we cannot honor requests for hunting dangerous big game such as the “large 
bears” (Grizzly, Brown, Kodiak, Polar, etc.) or animals requiring negotiation of extreme, rugged, or 
remote terrain or locations, including, but not limited to the North American goats and sheep. 
 
In some cases, the current health status and/or physical capabilities of the child may be determining factors 
in the type of experience that is feasible. We do not want to place the child in situations, environments, or 
circumstances that the child cannot physically, medically, or psychologically handle, or that might exacerbate, 
aggravate, or complicate existing medical conditions. The safety and welfare of the child (and family) are of 
utmost importance. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I have read and fully understand the intent and mission of Catch-A-Dream in providing my child an outdoor 
dream experience, and will honor Catch-A-Dream policies and procedures. 

Your Name (Print): ____________________________________ 

Your Signature: ____________________________________  Date: _____________ 

 

Signed before me this _________ day of __________________, _____________.  

__________________________________   _______________________________________  

Notary Public     Witness 
 

 

 

 

FOR Office Use Only 

 

Authorized CADF Representative      Date 



Family Expectations Questionnaire 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thank you for your recent application for a Catch-A-Dream Outdoor Adventure!  We at Catch-A-Dream want to ensure 
that your expectations from us are consistent with our intents and purposes.  To that end, we request that you complete 
this brief set of questions that must be returned to us before we can further process the application. 
 
NOTE:  We require that at least one parent or legal guardian accompany the child on the trip.  We prefer that both parents 
travel if possible.  When possible, and economically feasible, we try to also include siblings under the age of 21 who 
reside in the same household.   We believe it is important for the family to enjoy this experience together. 
 

1. Please list names, ages, and relationships of immediate family members in the same household who may want to 
accompany your child, if we are able to accommodate the request.  (Please note that it is not always possible to 
accommodate all siblings, depending upon lodging and other logistics at the destination. Generally, we cannot 
accommodate requests for extended family members or non-family members to be included in the traveling 
party.)   

 
 

 
 
2. In some cases, the child’s parents are divorced, separated or otherwise estranged, and the child may live with one 

or the other parent.  When this occurs, both parents sometimes want to accompany the child on the trip.  We are 
sometimes able to accommodate such a request, but this can become complicated, especially when there are step-
parents involved.  Does this type of situation apply to your family?   yes   no 

3. If “Yes” to Question # 2, please explain. 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Please be aware that, especially in the case of air travel, once arrangements are made for specific family 
members, changes are both difficult and expensive to make.  In most cases, unless there is a medical emergency, we 
cannot change air travel schedules.  Additionally, once airline tickets are issued, they ARE NOT transferable to any other 
individual.   

 
4. Briefly describe your family’s expectations and highest priorities for the adventure.  What do you expect from 

Catch-A-Dream? 
 
 
 
 

5. If your child is successful on their hunt or fishing trip, will you desire to have the animal mounted?   yes   no 
6. Will you desire to carry home meat or fish from the trip if harvest is accomplished?     yes        no 

 
I fully understand the intent and mission of Catch-A-Dream in providing my child an outdoor dream experience, and will 
honor Catch-A-Dream policies and procedures. 
 
Your Name (Print): ____________________________________ 
 
Your Signature:  ____________________________________  Date: _____________ 

 
Please return this form to the Catch-A-Dream office immediately.  Your application cannot be processed without 

this and any accompanying forms. 
 

Catch-A-Dream 
2485 Ennis Road 

Starkville, MS 39759 
Fax 662-324-5699 



 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
WAIVER of LIABILITY 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The CATCH-A-DREAM FOUNDATION is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable foundation 
that grants outdoor adventures to children age 18 and younger who are suffering from 
life-threatening illnesses.   Each participant family must agree to and execute this 
comprehensive waiver prior to participation in any CATCH-A-DREAM activity. 
The undersigned agrees that he/she, along with his/her successors, heirs, and assigns 
will hold harmless and forever indemnify the CATCH-A-DREAM FOUNDATION, its Board of 
Directors, agents, and collaborating and supporting organizations from liability 
associated with any injury or death resulting from, or in association with, or during the 
execution of the outdoor adventure as set forth and otherwise facilitated by CATCH-A-
DREAM.
This understanding is hereby executed this _____ day of __________, _________ and 
evidenced by the signatories as set forth below.             (Month)                (Year)

   
 ___________________________________   
 Parent or Guardian of Participating Child      

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Signed before me this _________ day of __________________, _____________. 

 ______________________________   ___________________________________  
Notary Public     Witness 

FOR Office Use Only 

Authorized CADF Representative      Date 



AFFIDAVIT of ELIGIBILITY

The individual named here ___________________________________________, who is a resident of 
________________ County, State of ________________________ PERSONALLY came and appeared before 
me, the undersigned Notary, , and makes this his/her statement and General Affidavit upon oath and affirmation 
of belief and personal knowledge that the following matters, facts and things set forth are true and correct to the 
best of his/her knowledge: 

 I am the legal guardian of the child named on the Child Application form submitted to the Catch-A-
Dream Foundation.  

 My child meets all eligibility requirements for the Catch-A-Dream Foundation as set forth on the Child 
Application document. 

 My child and family have not been granted, nor have any pending application(s), for any hunting or 
fishing grant(s) other than for Catch-A-Dream Foundation. 

 I understand, and agree, that my child and family must maintain eligibility throughout the duration of the 
application, trip planning and trip implementation processes. 

 I understand, and agree, that failure to maintain eligibility (medical or otherwise) may result in 
disqualification from the Catch-A-Dream program and loss of opportunities provided by Catch-A-
Dream Foundation. 

 I understand, and agree, that any revelation of fraud, deception or dis-honesty on my part, or that of my 
family, regarding this application and eligibility will result in immediate disqualification of my child and 
family from the Catch-A-Dream program. 

 I further understand, and agree, that if fraud or deception is discovered after the trip begins (I.E., before, 
during or after), I may be liable for expenses incurred by Catch-A-Dream Foundation for travel or other 
costs associated with my child’s trip. 

 DATED this the____day of _______________, 20___. 

       ___________________________________ 
        Signature of Affiant 

 SWORN to subscribed before me, this ___ day _______________, 20__ 

 _______________________________________ NOTARY PUBLIC

My Commission Expires: ______________________

This form must be submitted to the Catch-A-Dream office before the Child Application 
review process can be completed. 



What You Can Expect 
 
Your application for an outdoor dream adventure for your child from the Catch-A-
Dream Foundation has been approved by the Board. Before we finalize the 
application process and begin planning a trip, we ask that you review and sign this 
Expectations Sheet. This will help avert confusion regarding mutual expectations 
and ensure the best possible experience for your child and family. 

You CAN expect that:  

 We will make ALL arrangements for the trip and experience. 
 Dates and mode of travel will be based upon windows of 

opportunity for the respective experience and your family 
schedule. 

 Dates and modes of travel are subject to your approval, but 
specific travel itineraries will be dependent upon commercial 
carrier availability, outfitter availability, seasons, etc.

 We will cover all normal and reasonable expenses (travel, 
food, lodging, license, etc.) necessary to make the dream trip 
and experience possible for your child and at least one parent 
or guardian. Receipts are required for reimbursable expenses.  
You are responsible for non-covered expenses, including 
damages.

 We will provide appropriate clothing, gear and supplies to 
ensure the child’s comfort and safety.  

 When outfitter or destination facilities allow, we will invite 
minor aged siblings living in the same household, and the 
other parent, to accompany the child and designated guardian.  

 We will cover all necessary normal and reasonable expenses 
(travel, food, lodging, etc.) for accompanying family members 
who are approved by Catch-A-Dream. Receipts are required.   

 A volunteer host will accompany your family on the trip. This 
host will facilitate all logistics, manage arrangements and 
incidental expenses, and will serve as liaison between the 
family and outfitter. These hosts are dedicated volunteers who incur personal expense and other 
sacrifice (lost work time, separation from family, etc.) to become part of your child’s adventure.  

 Volunteer hosts will be compassionate, caring individuals whose singular priority will be your child’s 
needs and welfare.  

 Outfitters and experience providers generally have donated their time, facilities and services because of 
their dedication to the Catch-A-Dream “vision.”

 Hosts, outfitters and, in some cases, other volunteers, will seek to befriend and minister to your child 
and family by providing special “personal touches” of hospitality, nurture and friendship.  

 Outfitters and guides will do everything possible to ensure success on the hunt or fishing experience.  
 We will observe All local, state, federal or province game and fish laws and regulations. 
 Your child will NEVER intentionally be placed in a situation that poses risk to his/her physical or 

emotional well-being.
 We will facilitate and support any necessary or physician-recommended medical care for your child.
 The experience may be terminated at any time if we discover fraud, breach of trust, or if family 

behavior, attitude or action violates mutual expectations or compromises the integrity of the trip. 

Key Points 

* We will make all arrangements

* Dates will depend upon many      

factors 

*We cover all reasonable 

expenses

*We provide clothing and gear 

for your child 

*We include the entire family 

when possible 

*A Volunteer Host will 

accompany your family 

*All game laws will be observed 

*Outfitters will work hard to 

ensure success 

* Your family will have an 

unforgettable experience 



You should NOT expect: 

 Participation by other family members in the hunt or fishing activity unless specifically designated 
and approved prior to the trip. In many cases, especially on fishing trips, the entire family has 
opportunity to participate, but on hunting trips, this is simply not possible due to license, season and 
fiscal constraints. In many cases, one or more family members can be accommodated as observers 
in hunting blinds, etc. 

 Provision of clothing, gear or supplies for family members other than the candidate child. 
 Provision of “spending” money for souvenirs, etc. 
 Special favors or “discounts” from the outfitters on future or 

return trips by family members. We expressly prohibit such 
solicitation by families. 

 Additional special considerations, gifts or favors from the 
outfitter. We cannot expect these generous outfitters and 
service providers to extend their contributions beyond the 
direct impact on the child’s one-time, specific dream. In many 
cases, these fishing and hunting experiences are valued at 
thousands of dollars. We expressly prohibit such solicitation 
by families. 

 Significant deviation from travel and activity itineraries, 
except in the case of emergency or medical or other valid need. 
Once itineraries are set, changes can create major logistic and, 
sometimes, fiscal complications. This is especially true when 
air travel is involved. If substitutions are medically necessary 
we will gladly work hard to make them happen. If substitutions 
are requested for mere convenience, we will be less likely to 
incur the expense and time necessary to change air travel. 

 Travel with pets except medically necessary service animals. 

Please review this sheet, including the statement below, sign and 
return to the Catch-A-Dream Foundation Office. 

 I have read the information regarding mutual 
expectations and fully understand my personal 
responsibilities, fiscal and otherwise, and agree to 
respect and abide by the stated expectation guidelines. I 
acknowledge that the experience can, and will be, 
terminated at any point if fraud, breach of trust, or 
family behavior, attitude or action violates these mutual 
expectations or compromises the integrity of the trip. 

_________________________________________
Signature

_________________________________________  ____________ 
Printed Name      Date  
                                  

(May 2012)

Non-Reimbursable
Expenditures

Certain categories of items will 
not be purchased or covered by 
Catch-A-Dream, nor will 
reimbursement be provided to 
families (or volunteers) who 
will be held responsible for 
these: 

 Alcoholic beverages 
 Tobacco products 
 Gambling expenses  
 Prescription drugs 
 Controlled substances 
 Long Distance phone 

charges (w/o prior 
approval)

 Hotel Room-Service 
 Fee-based Internet 

Access without prior 
approval from CADF

 Hotel/lodging damages 
 Personal toiletries 
 Late Fees on Rentals 

(unless unavoidable) 
 Unauthorized

taxidermy 
 Family souvenirs 
 Personal souvenirs for 

the Host 
 Pornographic materials 

(including
videos/movies)  

 Traffic Citations
 Boarding or care of pets 
 Damages to Outfitter 

Equipment or Facilities 
	



Taxidermy Request Form 
 
  
If your child is successful in harvesting game or fish, we work with Supporting 
Taxidermists when possible to preserve the trophy if the child desires.  We 
do this at no cost to your family.  Note:  If the child harvests more than 1 
(one) animal, we will provide Taxidermy for only ONE specimen.  
  
Prior to the trip, it is important to determine and agree upon what taxidermy services, 
if any, will be required.  This allows us to pre-arrange the most efficient service, and avoid any 
confusion that may arise during the trip about expectations and desires.  Taxidermy preparation 
begins as soon as the animal is in hand, so it is critical to know taxidermy plans before harvest!!!  
  
We suggest that you discuss taxidermy options with your child and allow the child to decide what 
kind of mount he/she desires.  It is important, however, to balance the child’s expectation with 
certain realities, including:  

• The space in your home to display the trophy.  Some game animals are very large, and even 
head mounts can require large wall space, especially on antlered animals.  
• There are several options for taxidermy, including head/shoulder mounts, tanned skins,  
rugs for floor or wall, European mounts of antlered animals (skull and antlers only, no skin), 
antler mounts on plaques (no head), and whole body mounts (not a feasible option on large 
animals such as deer, elk, etc.)  
• Head/Shoulder mounts on large game can take several months to a year for completion.  
• Shipping and transportation can be problematic and expensive for large animal mounts.  

  
Once you and your child have concluded what type of taxidermy is desired (if any), please complete 
the Request Box below, sign, date and return to the Catch-A-Dream Office.  We will review the 
request and then provide you with our conclusion regarding the feasibility of the request.    

 

 
 
 
PARENTAL AGREEMENT: I agree to accept my child’s trophy taxidermy presentation as 
described above, and will not request different services unless suggested by Catch-A-Dream.  
 
Signed: _______________________________________ Date _______________________ 

REQUEST: If my child is successful on his/her hunt or fishing trip, we request that Catch-A-
Dream assist us in obtaining the following taxidermy presentation of the harvested animal  
(check one):  
 

APPROVED TAXIDERMY 
PRESENTATION:________________________________________________________  
(For office use only) 

Big Game 
__ Shoulder    __ Antlers Only   __ Rug    
 
__ European  Mount     __ Tanned Skin          
 

Fish, Birds, Small Game 
 
__ Full Body   __ Tail Fan (Turkey) 



Parent Release Form for Media Usage 

I, the undersigned, do hereby grant or deny permission to the Catch-A-Dream 
Foundation to use the image(s) of my child, _________________________________, or my 
family, as marked by my selection(s) below. Such use includes the display, distribution, 
publication, transmission, or otherwise use of photographs, images, and/or video taken of my 
child for use in materials that include, but may not be limited to, printed materials such as 
brochures and newsletters, videos, and digital images such as those on the Catch-A-Dream 
Foundation Web site for the sole purpose of promoting the efforts of the Foundation. 

 Deny permission to use my child’s image at all.  

 Grant permission to use my child’s image in the following ways (mark all that apply): 

 Limited usage: I want my child’s image used for educational materials only (not 
marketing). This could be either within Catch-A-Dream Foundation or in public displays 
solely promoting Catch-A-Dream.  Examples of this could be training Volunteers or 
educating the general public about the program and the Foundation. 

 Unrestricted usage: I give unrestricted permission for my child’s image to be used in 
print, video, and digital media. I agree that these images may be used by Catch-A-Dream 
for a variety of purposes and that these images may be used without further notifying me. 
I do understand that the child’s last name will not be used in conjunction with any video 
or digital images.   

 

Parent/guardian signature _________________________________ Date _________________ 

Please make a copy of this form for your records and return the SIGNED original to: 

Catch-A-Dream Foundation 
2485 Ennis Road 

Starkville, MS  39759 
 

Your Application cannot be processed until this and other required forms are received in the 
CADF office. 

 

 

June  2012 



 
Catch-A-Dream Child Fact Sheet 

(Complete one for each child on the trip) 
 

Please check one: 
 

Dream Child ____   Sibling of Dream Child ____      Other?(Identify)___________________________ 
 

Please complete EACH section so we have COMPLETE information.  Thanks! 
                               First        Middle        Last Age: Gender: 

Child Name:   Grade: Date of Birth: 

Preferred Name: Height: Weight: 

Shirt size  (circle one) 

           Youth                               Adult 

   S    M    L    XL            S    M    L    XL    A2XL 

Pants size (circle one) 

          Youth                                  Adult 

   S    M    L    XL                S    M    L    XL    A2XL 

Shoe size (specify adult or youth): Favorite color: 

Right or left-handed?   R   L   (circle one) Have a computer? 

Favorite breakfast foods: Have a cell phone?    Y  N   Number? 

Favorite dinner foods: Favorite restaurant: 

Favorite candy/junk food: Favorite cake/icing flavor: 

Favorite chips: Favorite ice cream flavor: 

Favorite fruit(s): Favorite soft drink: 

Any Food Allergies? Other Allergies? 

Do you collect anything?        Y  N   

What? 

Least favorite foods: 

Complete Items Below ONLY for the Dream Child 
 
If HUNTING:  Do you have a personal firearm that you want to use on THIS hunt?  (circle one)    Y    N  
If “yes”, are you accustomed to shooting this gun?   Y   N   Caliber of gun: ________    Scope?   Y   N   
Type of action on the gun:   (circle one)    Bolt    Semi-Automatic   Lever    Pump   Single-Shot 
 
Hunter Education Number:                                   State Where Hunter Education Certified: 
 
List Siblings below:                                                                                           Shirt Size (circle one) 
Name                                            Date of Birth     Age      Gender           Youth                        Adult 
                                                                                             M  F            S  M  L   XL         S  M  L  XL  2X  3X 
                                                                                             M  F            S  M  L   XL         S  M  L  XL  2X  3X 
                                                                                             M  F            S  M  L   XL         S  M  L  XL  2X  3X 
                                                                                             M  F            S  M  L   XL         S  M  L  XL  2X  3X 
                                                                                             M  F            S  M  L   XL         S  M  L  XL  2X  3X 
Father’s Full Name                                                      Date of Birth                     Shirt Size (circle one)    
                                                                                                                          AS  AM  AL  AXL  A2XL  A3X 
Mother’s Full Name:                                                    Date of Birth                     Shirt Size (circle one) 
                                                                                                                          AS  AM  AL  AXL  A2XL  A3X 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
COVID-19 Supplemental WAIVER of LIABILITY 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 
Organization. As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social distancing and 
have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are doing everything we can to be 
compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put in place preventative measures to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that you or family members will not become infected with 
COVID-19.  

The undersigned, along with his/her successors, heirs, and assigns hereby release, covenant not to sue, 
discharge, hold harmless and forever indemnify the CATCH-A-DREAM FOUNDATION, its Board of 
Directors, employees, agents, and collaborating and supporting organizations from all liabilities, claims, actions, 
damages, costs or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating to your participation in our programs, services 
or activities. You understand and agree that this release includes any claims based on the actions, omissions, or 
negligence of this organization, its employees, agents, and representatives, whether a COVID-19 infection 
occurs before, during, or after participation in any activity or event hosted or programmed by this organization.  
 
This understanding is hereby executed this _____ day of __________  ,   _________ and 
evidenced by the signatories as set forth below.   (Month)         (Year) 

Parent Signature: _____________________________  

Printed Name: _______________________________ 

Date: ________ _  

Names of Minors: 

___________________________________  ___________________________________  

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Signed before me this _________ day of __________________, _____________. 
 
______________________________   ___________________________________ 
Notary Public      Witness 
 
 

FOR Office Use Only 
____________________________________________________   _________________ 

Authorized CADF Representative        Date 



policies

dream grants

Catch-A-Dream grants wishes for outdoor hunting and fishing experiences only. We do not 
grant requests for “things”, but rather “experiences.” In many cases, material items are provided 
as a necessary part of the experience, but requests exclusively for material goods will not be 
honored.

fair chase

In the spirit of fair chase, Catch-A-Dream expects and requires that all hunting and fishing 
activities be conducted in strict accordance with local, state, and federal laws and regulations. 
Unless specifically exempted by a state or federal agency, every child is expected to abide by 
game and fish laws applicable to the location where the adventure takes place. The responsibility 
for ensuring adherence to this policy resides jointly with the outfitter (or provider of the 
adventure) and the Volunteer Host. 

child eligibility

•   Age 18 or under, (minimum age is 6; age 8 for hunting)
 A child is considered age-eligible if the application is received prior to the 19th birthday.

•   U.S. or Canadian citizen.
 Child (and family members traveling with the child) must be legal resident in “goodstanding”  
 and without legal limitation on travel or other freedoms due to criminal activity.

•   Physician certified life-threatening illness.

•   No previous hunting or fishing grant.
 CADF reserves the right to determine what constitutes a “hunting or fishing grant.”
 Any hunting or fishing grant received or pending during the application and/or trip 
 planning processes shall disqualify the child from eligibility.

hunter education

All children who wish to participate in a hunting adventure must meet all eligibility and Hunter 
Education requirements of the state or province in which the hunt takes place. We also strongly 
recommend that every child complete a Hunter Education course prior to the hunt, regardless of 
the local requirement at the hunt venue.



confidentiality

Child and Family Anonymity
Due to the potential for disruptive interference by individuals or entities that disagree with 
the Catch-A-Dream mission of providing consumptive-use adventures for children with life-
threatening illness, child and family identities, adventure location, outfitter identity, travel 
itinerary and any other details of an upcoming dream adventure shall be held in confidence and 
considered proprietary. Upon approval by the family, post-trip publicity may be allowed, and in 
many cases welcomed.

Confidentiality of Child/Family Information and Records
All personal, family and medical information will be considered confidential and proprietary 
and will not be shared with any entity outside the Foundation unless specifically permitted by 
the family. Such information will be used only for the purposes of determining eligibility and/or 
purposes of providing necessary safety and precautions during trip planning and implementation.

Application Documents
All documents associated with the processing of a child’s application must be on-file and 
satisfactorily completed before the application may be considered for approval by the Board. 
This includes, but is not limited to, the application, physician medical certification, and waiver 
of liability. Failure of the family to satisfactorily complete and submit all forms within 60 days of 
notification may result in closure of the application file. 

publicity

Pre-Trip Publicity
No pre-adventure publicity is allowed. This policy applies to family, outfitters and any other 
entity associated with the respective adventure. 

Post-Trip Publicity
Once the adventure is completed, and with the expressed permission from the family, it is 
acceptable to have media coverage. Media coverage may include newspapers, television, radio 
and any other mass media outlet. Catch-A-Dream reserves the right of pre-publication review of 
any written articles, stories or press releases.



volunteer hosts

•   Any volunteer accompanying a child/family on a trip must be a certified Host. Hosts may 
     not be accompanied by any non-trained and certified volunteer, friend or family member. 

•   Hosts must be trained and maintain a current certification to be eligible to serve in that role.

•   Host Participation in Hunting & Fishing Activities on Trips
     Because of the potential for misconstruction or, worse, overshadowing the child’s experience  
     and accomplishments, Hosts are not allowed to hunt while on CADF trip. Fishing by hosts is   
     also discouraged unless specifically helpful in enhancing the child’s experience. (I.E. in some  
     locations the Host may be required to possess a fishing license in order to legally assist the      
     child; in some areas, “party” fishing is necessary, etc.)

•   Violation of any Policy, protocol or program premise may result in a Host being 
     disqualified from service in that role.

•   Financial
 Expense Reimbursement
  (1) Expenses for official purposes (see exclusions below) may be reimbursed 
   to volunteers, employees, families and supporting partners. Mileage for 
   travel in a privately owned vehicle will be reimbursed at the Federal 
   mileage rate in effect at the time of travel. No expenses may be reimbursed 
   without a valid receipt and a completed and approved Expense 
   Reimbursement Form. 
  (2) The Expense reimbursement form (Hosts and Families) and all associated 
   receipts and documentation must be submitted to the Catch-A-Dream 
   office within 60 days of the completion of the trip or expenditure. Any 
   expenses not settled within this time frame may be subject to 
   disqualification. 
   (a) Non-reimbursable expenses include:
    (i) Alcoholic beverages
    (ii) Tobacco products
    (iii) Gambling expenses
    (iv) Prescription drugs
    (v) Controlled substances
    (vi) Long distance phone charges (w/o prior approval)
    (vii) Internet access without prior approval
    (viii) Hotel room-service
    (ix) Hotel/lodging damages
    (x) Personal toiletries
    (xi) Late fees on rentals (unless unavoidable)
    (xii) Unauthorized taxidermy
    (xiii) Excessive family souvenirs
    (xiv) Personal souvenirs for the Host
    (xv) Pornographic materials (including videos/movies)
    (xvi) Traffic citations 
    (xvii) Boarding or care of pets for families or volunteers during 
     the trip



eligibility for travel

Immediate family members living in the same household as the child are eligible to travel with the 
child on the Dream Trip. Every effort will be made to accommodate eligible family members on 
travel and lodging arrangements, but some circumstances preclude accommodation of all eligible 
individuals (ie. Outfitter constraints, lodging, trip logistics, etc.) Requests by the child/family for 
other individuals to travel will be handled on a case-by-case basis, but cannot be guaranteed.

previous wish-related grants

A child who has been previously granted a hunting or fishing trip by another wish-granting 
organization is not eligible for a Catch-A-Dream grant. A wish-grant from the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation will not disqualify the child from consideration for a Catch-A-Dream grant.

alcoholic beverages

We recognize that social perceptions vary widely regarding the presence and/or use of alcoholic 
beverages, but we respectively request that discretion be applied in all circumstances. Volunteers 
(Hosts and others) should not consume alcoholic beverages during a trip with a child/family. 
Alcoholic beverages should never be provided to children or families, nor should consumption 
of alcoholic beverages be facilitated by Hosts or other volunteers involved in a child trip. 

We do recognize that, in many cases when we are at an outfitter’s lodge or camp, on charter 
boats, etc. other clients will be on the premises, and their approach to alcohol consumption 
is a matter of choice and personal prerogative; we do ask that moderation and discretion 
be exercised in these cases, seeking to ensure that a safe, wholesome and family-friendly 
atmosphere is maintained. Our Volunteer Host, who accompanies the child and family, has the 
authority to request moderation or abstinence in any case where the use of alcoholic beverages 
clearly disrupts or distracts from our mission and the atmosphere that we seek to provide for the 
child and family.



rental vehicles

When travel by any Junior Partner Family requires the use of a rental vehicle, Catch-A-
Dream will make arrangements for, and cover the cost of, an appropriately sized rental 
vehicle under the following guidelines:

 •   The decision on the need for a rental vehicle will be made by the CADF office based 
      upon the best available information. In most cases, our preference is that the family 
 make their own rental arrangements and Catch-A-Dream will reimburse the family  
 on a mileage basis.

 •   In cases where Catch-A-Dream makes the arrangements, size and type of vehicle will  
      be based upon best available information, including size of family, destination, etc.

 •   The vehicle will be rented in the name of the primary designated driver.  

 •   Liability insurance coverage should be purchased in the rental contract.

 •   Each proposed driver must provide a copy of a valid driver’s license to the CADF 
      office PRIOR to rental arrangements. For rentals related to a specific child trip, 
      copies will be kept in the Child file in the CADF office. For any other rental, copies 
      will be kept in the specific Volunteer file in the CADF office.

 •   Each proposed driver must provide proof of personal automobile insurance to the 
      CADF office PRIOR to rental arrangements. For rentals related to a specific child trip, 
      copies will be kept in the Child file in the CADF office. For any other rental, copies 
      will be kept in the specific Volunteer file in the CADF office.

 •   Volunteers and families are responsible for the timely return of the rental vehicle, and 
      for any fees or charges resulting from late returns not pre-authorized by the CADF office. 

 •   Volunteers and families are responsible for any fees or charges resulting from abuse, 
      neglect or inappropriate use of the rental vehicle.

taxidermy

•   CADF will provide 1 mounted specimen for each child unless specifically otherwise agreed    
     prior to the trip.

•   CADF will arrange for shipment or delivery of taxidermy to the child following completion.

meat processing

•   CADF will provide for processing of harvested game based upon the desires of the child/family.

•   CADF will arrange for shipment or delivery of processed game up to the equivalent of 100 lbs  
     of processed and packaged meat unless otherwise agreed prior to the trip.


